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convenient, indeed, but gave me the headache, at least for the
first four or five days till I got used to it; and then I did not
care much about it, only it kept my hair full of crumbs; and
I had forgot to bring a fine comb and brush, so I used to shake
my hair out to windward over the bulwarks every evening."

Though the forecastle was, to characterise it quietly, a
cramped and fetid hole, dimly lighted and high in odour,
Melville came to be sufficiently acclimated to it to enjoy lying
on his back in his bunk during a forenoon watch below, read-
ing while his messmates slept. His bunk was an upper one,
and right under the head of it was a bull's-eye, inserted into
the deck to give light. Here he read an account of Ship-
wrecks and Disasters at Sea, and a large black volume on
Delirium Tremens: Melville's share in the effects of a sailor
whose bunk he occupied, who had, in a frenzy of drunken-
ness, hurled himself overboard. Here Melville also struggled
to read Smith's Wealth of Nations. "But soon I gave it up for
lost work/' says Melville; "and thought that the old backgam-
mon board we had at home, lettered on the back The History
of Rome, was quite as full of matter, and a great deal more
entertaining."

The forecastle, however, was not invariably the setting for
scenes so idyllic. Drunkenness there was aplenty, especially
at the beginning of the voyage both from New York and from
Liverpool, Of the three new men shipped at Liverpool, two
were so drunk they were unable to engage in their duties until
some hours after the boat quit the pier; but the third, down
on the ship's papers as Miguel Saveda, had to be carried in
by a crimp and slung into a bunk where he lay locked in a
trance. To heighten the discomforts of the forecastle, there
was soon added to the stench of sweated flesh, old clothes, to-
bacco smoke, rum and bilge, a new odour, attributed to the
presence of a dead rat. Some days before, the forecastle had
been smoked out to extirpate the vermin over-running her: a
smoking that seemed to have been fatal to a rodent among the
hollow spaces in the side planks. "At midnight, the larboard
watch, to which I belonged, turned out; and instantly as everyociably, over each other's heads, which was veryth hands free, with one foot in the rigging, and one
